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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“Before and After”         

 
I’m always amazed when I hear the testimony of fellow believers. Each time you hear what God has 
done in people’s lives, it bolsters your own faith and confidence in Jesus Christ. Put simply, it 
validates our beliefs as a Christian! And this is especially true when a believer must face the 
inevitable triumph over death.  
 
In a recent sermon I came across the story of W. B. Hinson, a beloved Baptist preacher from 
Portland, Oregon who wrote these words in a journal nearly a century ago. “I remember the day 
when my doctor told me, ‘You have an incurable illness; one in which you will not recover.’   
 
So, I took a stroll later that day and gazed at the mountain I loved so much. Then, as I walked further 
down the beaten path, I came upon the stream where I used to fish, and I paused to admire those 
stately trees as I breathed in the aroma of those lofty pines. 
 
That evening as I looked heavenward I saw God lighting His lamps, and I said to myself, ‘I may not 
see you many more times, but Mountain, I shall be alive when you are gone; and to you, Stream, I 
shall still be alive when your waters cease to run towards the sea. And to you, these twilight Stars, I 
shall be alive when you have fallen from your sockets in this expansive universe!’ ” 1 
 
When I contemplate what eternity truly represents, these immortal words of our Lord resonates in my 
heart: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears what I say and believes in the One who sent Me has 
eternal life” [John 5:24]. In Max Lucado’s devotional, Grace for the Moment, he writes in a subtitle 
called, “Before and After”: “When you recognize God as Creator, you will admire Him. When you 
recognize His wisdom, you will learn from Him. But only when He saves you will you worship Him.”  
 
Lucado goes on to say, “It’s a ‘before and after’ scenario. Before your rescue, you could easily keep 
God at the distance… Sure he was important, but so was your career. Your status. Your salary… 
Then came the storm… The rage… The fight… The ripped moorings… Despair fell like a fog; your 
bearings were gone. In your heart, you knew there was no exit. Turn to your career for help? Only if 
you want to hide from the storm…not escape. Lean on your status for strength? A storm is not 
impressed with your title… Suddenly you are left with one option: GOD!” So, my question to you is 
this, “Why wait?” “Why wait for the tempest storms in life to occur?” Turn to God while there is 
daylight!     
Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper       
                                            
1     http://www.sermonillustration.com   
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Finance Committee Report 

 
     For the month of July our unrestricted 
contributions were $23,114.00 and our 
expenses were $24,758.57.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in August were 
$12,696.00. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $445.00 for the month of July.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
 

Election of Deacons, Elders and 
Nominating Committee 

 
     Now is the time to prayerfully consider ways 
to serve Grace Community Church.  Beginning 
in September and into October names for 
Deacons, Elders, and the 2014 Nominating 
Committee may be placed into consideration.  
     Only persons having full membership status 
can be considered. There is a need for 4 
Elders, 3 Deacons, and 3 people for the 
Nominating Committee.  You may nominate 
yourself or choose others that you think would 
be a dedicated servant for our Lord.  Forms 
will be available in the weekly bulletins and in 
the Resource Center. 
 

HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
      

     Our 4th Annual Homecoming Weekend is on 
November 15th and 16th. On Friday the 15th at 5:30, 
His Messengers, a group of men singers formed to 
share the Gospel through music, will perform. 
     After the musical program, we will have our 
“Famous Pie Social” served by the Choir. 
Everyone don your Western duds for a fun time! 
     Following Friday night’s event, the Homecoming 
will continue Saturday at 3:00 PM with a Piano 
Concert performed by Elaine Runkel playing 
Gospel/Blues. Come on over for ONE MORE 
GOOD TIME! 
 

 Your Worship and Music Committee 

      September Birthdays 
9/03    Jim Allen 
9/04    Norma Lombardi  
9/07    Esther Allen 
9/08    Louise Adams 
9/08    Carol Blackburn    
9/10    Lowell Coulson 
9/13    Pauline Doupe' 
9/14    Della Berg 
9/16    Tony Hossele 
9/16    Sammie McWhirter 
9/18    Connie Geil 
9/18    Betty Scoville 
9/19    Bob Schmidt 
9/23    Marlene Colvis 
9/24    Audrey Warren 
9/26    Marty Funk 
9/26    Elinor Suddarth 
9/26    Gordon Walls 
9/28    Jerry Savold 
Happy Birthday 
 

September Anniversaries 
9/03    John & Nina Winn 
9/04    Mike & Carol Blackburn 
9/9    Roy & Judy Carpenter  
9/11    Frank & Gloria Zanin 
9/13    Ken & Ginny Shick 
9/19    Carroll & Miriam Simmons 
9/30    Earl & Nancy Gossard 
Happy Anniversary 
 

GCC Choir 
 

     GCC Choir members, and those interested 
in joining our choir, we will resume rehearsals 
Thursday, September 26, at 9:00 AM.  Anyone 
interested in joining us, please see Betti or 
Elaine.  We look forward to another season of 
singing and praising the Lord together. 
Betti 

                                       
Pray for Our Country 

     Fly your American flag on September 11 in 
memory of all we lost due to terrorism.  The 
American flag is the fabric of our country and 
together we can prevail over terrorism. 
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